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From the Dayi’s Desk
Hadi Nak’azdli Whut’enne,
First let me apologize to you all for not being in the community lately. As you all may
know our separation from the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council is fast approaching, and
we are working hard along with Castlemain to ensure that separation goes as smooth
as possible. We want to address all the issues this separation may cause ahead of
time so we have no gaps in the services that CSTC is providing to our membership.
If you do not already know of the agreements that Nak’azdli has entered into with the
CSTC and the other nations, those agreements are as follows:
Collaboration Agreement
Carrier Sekani Tribal Council (CSTC) has signed an agreement with the province to
have a bigger say in the province’s decision-making process. We want to have a
greater influence on the decisions made by the province on things such as how much
timber is harvested and the definition of harvest boundaries.
Continued on next page.
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CSTC played the role of a “facilitator” between the province and the member nations of the CSTC, providing guidance
and direction when it comes to forestry
decisions. We have been seeking collaboration with all levels of government to ensure that decision-making, revenuesharing and environmental practices include those that protect our rights and interests.

ipation in forest-resource management
and environmental stewardship.
Joint initiatives in the agreement will seek
to boost the skilled labour force and promote new partnership opportunities between Carrier Sekani and non-Carrier
Sekani forestry operators, as well as
providing stability and operational predictability on the land base across northcentral British Columbia.

The collaboration agreement–signed in
April 2015–allows us to work directly with
the province on the development of natural resources within the territory such as
natural gas pipelines, mining, fish and
wildlife and forestry. This agreement provides the opportunity to develop mutually
agreeable resource development plans for
the continued benefit of all.

The Interim Pathway Forward Agreement
also establishes a forum for BC and Carrier Sekani First Nations to explore reconciliation approaches. Both will work together to develop the outline of a potential
long-term reconciliation agreement that
addresses the economic, social, cultural
and environmental interests of the First
Nations, the role of Canada, and faciliThe collaboration agreement will ensure
tates ongoing reconciliation between the
CSTC’s input is recognized and incorpo- Crown and Carrier Sekani First Nations.
rated into natural resource development, On September 23 the leadership hosted a
including regulatory processes. The
dinner for Nak’azldi Whut’enne whom reagreement marked the beginning of a
side in the Vancouver area. It was a great
new, positive government-to-government turnout I believe we had around 70 to 75
relationship. Whubats’ut’en Nus Whetee
members show up to have a meal with us.
Agreement – the Interim Pathway Forward We want those members living away from
Agreement
home to understand that they still belong
and that they still matter to us. We underThe Province, the Carrier Sekani Tribal
stand the hardships of living in the big citCouncil and seven Carrier Sekani First
ies and we wish we can do more to assist
Nations have completed an agreement
our members. It was an honor to sit and
that will increase the First Nations’ partici- dine with the membership.
pation in the forest economy, while setting
the stage to advance reconciliation. The
The following day September 24, joined
Interim Pathway Forward Agreement –
by some of our members we took part in
sets out commitments between B.C. and the Reconciliation Walk. Tens of thouCarrier Sekani First Nations to jointly im- sands of people took to the streets of Vanprove stewardship, business and job op- couver to walk for reconciliation with Canportunities in the forestry sector. The
ada’s Indigenous peoples. Events like the
agreement includes measures to support Walk for Reconciliation are just one part of
Carrier Sekani forestry, business develop- the equation to addressing those issues.
ment and partnerships, and deeper partic- It’s going to take all of us making an effort

Continued on next page.
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to understand our history, why we got to
the positions that we’re in, and more importantly, what we need to do to move forward together.

I have also been reaching out to our
neighboring Nations, having discussions
on how we can work together on many of
the issues we all face. As many know
these issues cannot be resolved by ourChanging the way most Canadians under- selves and we need our sisters and brothstand the country’s history and relationers of the Carrier Nation to assist us in
ship with Indigenous peoples will also help breaking down the barriers we face.
pressure government to make the big
changes that still need to happen. We
I look at the issues we face and could nevneed to elevate the condition of the lives
er understand why are we waiting for othof Aboriginal people in this country beers to solve the problems we face. The
cause there’s such a hugedifference. We people we ask do not live in our communihear about it every day; the poverty, des- ties and face the problems. I strongly bepair, suicide and brokenness. The unem- lieve it is here in our community or in our
ployment, and all of the things that are re- neighbors whom hold the answers to solvquired to bring us up to the same level as ing these issues we face.
all other Canadians, with respect to living
conditions. But that remains a big job, with
huge initiatives like addressing rights and If you have any questions or just want to
titles issues, honoring treaties, and raising discuss anything please contact the office,
living standards for Aboriginal people left my cell or by email and we can try to get
together to have a coffee and a conversaunresolved.
tion.
On October 16-18, 2017 I along with
Councilor Harold Prince were in Vancouver with the other CSTC Chiefs and representatives to engage with the new NDP
Aw’et’za
government. We need to have the province commit to the renegotiations of the
Chief Alec McKinnon
pathway agreement, which we will include Office: (250) 996-7171 ext. 230
the UNDRIP Language.
Cell: (250) 996-1433
It is a very busy time for all of us at this
time of year and we have been working
tirelessly for you to ensure we get the best
agreements possible. Not rolling over and
taking the status quo agreements that
governments and industry put in front of
us. We are a government and will be treated as such. We will enter into negotiations
on many fronts and I will ensure those negotiations are fair and not one sided.
I am very optimistic with the New Provincial Government but very cautious.
Continued on next page.

Education:
Nak’albun Elementary School received a donation of $10,000. 00 in September from the CIBC
Children’s Foundation Program. It will benefit children ages 13 & under in Language and Carrier programs. CIBC Wood Gundy is the Investment Advisors for Nak’azdli Whut’en and has
previously made 7 donations to Nak’albun Elementary School.

Last Month Chief Alec McKinnon and Councillor Nancy Berland presented alongside
Georgina Alexis at Fort St James Senior Secondary to address violence between
members of different bands. The high school administration thought that it would be
helpful to have leadership from both communities come in and address the students
as this has been an ongoing issue for the school. Presenters discussed the importance of non-violence, and community history and it was decided that this conversation would be the beginning of Tl’azten and Nak’azdli working together to create an
inclusive space for students at the high school. While this issue has come up at the
high school, violence occurring between Youth is a community issue and we welcome
parents and community members to support our kids knowing their local history
whether they are first nations or not, Nak’azdli, Tl’azten, Binche or Yekooche. The reality is that we share community. Please contact Nak’azdli Education Dept or FSJSS
administration to find out how you can help or share your concerns.

The donation will go towards building a collection of Carrier history and Canadian-wide First
Chief Alec McKinnon invited the Fort St.
Nation materials as well as provide funds for
James Public Library Board to the council
boardroom to present them with a cheque of library operations. “One of the notes that we
wanted to highlight is that we made this
$25,000.00
presentation in the month of Literacy” says
Anne Marie Sam. “It is one of our commitRecognizing the value of the Public Library in ments for development because we realise a
our community, Nak’azdli Whut’en Chief &
lot of our members go to the library and it’s a
Council have taken this opportunity to demon- good place to have in a community”.
strate their support of the Fort St. James Public Library and initiate a partnership with the
Library Board in October, the month of Literacy.

Working Together;

The library board shared stats to show how
many Nak’azdli members are active patrons
of the library every day of the week.

“Article from the Courier”

Councillor Harold Prince; Chief Alexander McKinnon; Councillor Anne Marie Sam; FSJ Public Library Board Chair, Louise Evans-Salt; Head Librarian, Ken Sawdon; Library Board Member, Maxime Evans.
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Community Events
November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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13
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15
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18
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20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

November
2 Education Meeting, Band Office Boardroom 9:00 am
CSTC Exit Update, Band Office Boardroom 5:00-7:00 pm
8 Social Services Meeting, Nezul Be Hunuyeh Office 9:00 am
10 Office Closed
11 Remembrance Day

11 Remembrance Day Luncheon, Kwah Hall 11:30 - 1:30 pm
17 Gathering Our Voices Loonie Auction, Kwah Hall 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
18 Ditnikwun Volleyball Tournament, Kwah Hall
18-19 Fort St James Craft Fair, High School
24 Moonlight Madness/Santa Clause Parade
25 Tony Lazarre Potlach, Kwah Hall 12:00 pm
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Birthdays
November 14th
Happy 25th Birthday
Landon James Gregg!
Enjoy your day
Love: Mom, Dad & Donovan
November 21st
Happy Birthday Sharon! (SA)
Love: All your poker buddies :)
November 23rd
Happy Birthday Goozih!
Love: The Summa-time gang :)

December 17
Its my mom’s birthday!
Happy Birthday Mom!!
Mom, throughout my life you have always been
there for me especially when I need you the most. I
know now that I am older and more responsible
that you are only a phone call away. One thing for
sure is that I know the love you have for your children and grandchildren; you are LOVED and APPRECIATED. I may not say it as often as I should
but I do love you and appreciate you MOM, with
everything my heart can hold xo I wish you Love, I
wish you Happiness and I wish you Joy.
I love you Mom

November 11th

Love always & forever, Kimberly

Happy Birthday Dante!

Happy 6th Birthday to a
Beautiful Princess named Maya

November 28th
Happy 24th Birthday to my Baby boy, Brandon
WOW! Where has all the time gone?
I am so blessed to have you in my life my son.
You bring so much joy in my life. Your
Smile makes me smile. Your laughter makes me
smile. You mean the world to me and much much
more! My unconditional love for you, my one and
only, is never ending xo. I wish you all the love and
happiness you deserve my son!
Happy Birthday my baby
Love always & forever, Mom

Our little princess I pray for all the good that this
world has to offer you xo
Love always & forever Aunty Kimmie
Happy birthday Bernadette & Maya (Dec 17)
Love everyone that loves you both so much!
Happy Birthday…
Priscilla Sagalon
Darlene Sand
Zander (Alexander)
Audrey Luggi

Happy Birthday Aiden Solonas

And everyone else that shares birthdays in
November & December

Aunty loves you soooo much! I pray you get all the
gifts you wish for and all the hugs and kisses you
deserve my handsome little nephew xo

Heavenly Birthdays going to our loved ones that
have gone before us.

Love always & forever Aunty Kimmie
Happy Birthday Tyler D!
My dearest nephew, I pray your day is blessed with
sunshine and smiles, Laughter & Love. Always
know that you are loved xo
Love always & forever Aunty Kimmie
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New Staff:
Greetings Nakazdli
I want to take this time to let you know that I am working for Nak’azdli Health Center as the Wellness Intake
Worker. I recently bought a house here in Fort St. James and I am happy to be home. I have been gone for quite
some time, checking out this big world we live in. I have gained a lot of experience working in this field. I worked
in the prison system as a “native liaison worker” for 2-3 years. I have worked with residential school survivors
dealing with the trauma and effects that it had on our elders. These are just some of the positions I’ve held. I
look forward to working with the people of Nak'azdli. It feels good to be home. I look forward to the challenges
ahead in helping our people overcome them. I will be doing a lot of the work out at 6 mile please feel free to
come out and visit.
Aweetza…
Clarence George

Hello,
My name is Ashley Bolton, my parents are Melinda Sam and
Dennis Bolton, Grandparents are David Sam and Rosie Sam.
I am apart of the Lusilyoo clan. I started working for the Nak’azdli
Health Centre in September as a Full-Time homemaker, I am very
happy to be working in the community and in the Health Field.
Musi,

Female Elder of the Year:
Jackie Fox
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Nak’azdli Cultural Centre

Drying Salmon, Photo credit: Jan Prince.

Soup & Bannock
Mondays, 11:00 am-1:00 pm

Beading, Sewing and Crocheting
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 am-4:00 pm

Dakelh Immersion
Wednesdays, 9:00 am-4:00 pm

Christmas Ornaments
November 13 -17 9:00 am-4:00 pm

Gloves & Moccasin Making
October 23 - November 10 9:00 am-4:00 pm

Christmas Gift Making
November 20 - December, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Check out the Nak’azdli Cultural Centre on Facebook to see more photos of what we do at the
Cultural Centre
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6 Mile Recovery Day Program
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Nak’azdli Health Centre

Community Smudge, 2017 Nak’azdli Addictions Awareness Week Photo Courtesy of Jolene Prince

Weekly Health Programs
Pre/Post Natal Appointments

Elder’s Tea

Alternate Wednesdays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm,
Health Centre

Fridays, 11:00 am—2:00 pm—First Friday of the
Month, Breakfast, 9-11:00 am, Health Centre

Baking with Winnie

Uloo khoh

Wednesdays & Fridays, 10:00-3:00 pm,
Youth Centre

Thursdays, 10 - 12:00 pm, Health Centre

Well Baby Clinic
Wednesdays, 10:00-3:30
Baby Immunizations

Ooey Gooey feelings with Melanie from Brazzoni & Associates. A weekly program Melanie runs at the Health Centre
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Joan Brett is pleased to bring her experience and education to FNHA. Joan is a Nak'azdli
Whut'en member who has her Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master of Education degree
from the University of Northern British Columbia. Since 2000, Joan has been a program coordinator for the College of New Caledonia, Justice Education Society, Northern Health, and
Carrier Sekani Family Services. She has also held short term positions with Aboriginal Health
and Carney Hill Neighbourhood Society for Hadih House. As a program coordinator her focus
has been working with Aboriginal people and enjoys sharing knowledge with the communities.
Joan has brought topics such as a youth mentoring program, Aboriginal public legal education
programming, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder programming, and a driver training program to
the community of Prince George and to northern British Columbia communities. Joan brings
a passion for helping her home community and other Aboriginal communities strive for independence and become self sufficient.
When Joan is not at work you can find her doing urban Aboriginal activities such as spending
time with her kids and cleaning up after her kids and husband. Joan loves coffee and her pets
when she needs her
quiet time.
Snachailya

Dakelh Bughuni
Tuesday’s & Thursday’s • 7:00 pm • Child Care Centre Upstairs

If you are interested in learning Carrier please sign up with Reception at the Administration
Office. Flo Sam is the instructor .
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On Our Way
Takla Wow was different from the Tl’azt’en
Happy October – November, before I start my Wow etc.
report want to say a happy birthday to all my Our programs have been very successful and
October/November people: Julie Leggatt on we have been able to assist over 60 people
October 11, Brian on October 20, Fraser on on their educational Journey; many of whom
October 21 Marcelle on October 30, Emmie are employed or attending school today beon November 7
cause of the new skills they learned. I am so

Hello All;

As most of you know I am the Program Coordinator for Nak’azdli. I was hired in December of 2015 to develop and coordinate various programs for delivery in multiple communities related to the funding we received from
MARR. This funding was realized because
of the hard work of the community education
and training people working with PGNAETA
and addressing identified needs in the communities.

proud of each one of our past students.

Subsequently we have run six Wows to date;
three in Nak’azdli, one in Yekooche, one in
Tl’azt’en, and one in Takla. Every Wow is a
bit different; we have parts that are fundamentally the same and are a requirement of
our contract such as Life skills, Essential
Skills, Math and English and Computer Skills.
But the remainder of the program is based on
an identified specific need and want. So, the

academic and trades programs, you now
must have a minimum grade 10 FULL Math
and English (Communications and Alternates
do not qualify). Because of that we are having to turn away more and more students because they do not meet these minimums
even those who have graduated from high
school.

During the summer months most of you remember that we ran multiple short certificate
programs like whims, s100 etc. We also
identified a need for upgrading as many of
our students were not meeting the minimum
requirements to enter trades. So, I called
Aimee at PGNAETA and she agreed to fund
the summer upgrading and we ran all summer. We started out with twelve students
Our partnership is between Nak’azdli, Tl’az- and by the end of summer only had four ret’en, Yekooche and Takla bands, and admin- maining; which may not sound that successistered by PGNAETA to deliver the Weaving ful; but out of those four students who stuck it
Our Way programs and trades related train- out during the hottest summer in years and
attended school each day three of them got
ing. The agreement is in its final months
ending on March 31, 2018 and hopefully will the necessary grade to enter the trades and
are all now taking the Piping trades.
be funded again. We are in the preliminary
planning stages to apply for this funding
In the last year CNC has changed the miniagain.
mum requirements to enter post-secondary
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It has been disheartening to me over the last
two years of trying to fill the trades programs;
not that we did not have enough people interested; but that out of all the ones that are interested less than 25% of the students who
apply meet those minimums. If you have a
child who wants to enter Electrical or Engineering then the grade requirement is even
higher.

OFFICE TECH will now start on November
27, 2017 and run to end of March
this program will be run out of the upstairs at
the Child Care Centre
Please remember that we only have three
seats in each of these programs for Nak’azdli
students. The only way we get more students
is if the partner first nation cannot fill their
seats and then they get surrendered and I can
fill them. So if you do not get into either of the
programs, you may have to wait for the next
available seat.

As a parent I would recommend that you ask
questions to make sure that your student is
getting what they need to move on to future
education. It is getting harder and harder to
get meaningful long-term employment without We also have students in the trades again this
some form of post-secondary and that will on- year; we did not buy the whole program but
ly be more so in the future.
purchased four seats in the Carpentry program so we have two Nak’azdli and two Tl’azWe have pushed the dates back for the Office
t’en members attending this program until
Tech program and the Weaving Our Way proMarch 9, 2018
gram due to a conflict of scheduling for our
service providers.
We just started the last Piping Foundations
The New dates are:

program and we have six Nak’azdli and one
Tl’azt’en members.

WEAVING OUR WAY 7 will now start on
November 13, 2017 and run to mid-March

Thank you

Lynne Leon,
The Wow program has evolved over the last
Program Coordinator
two years and this Wow for the first time will
run full math academic upgrading. So, the students will get an opportunity to get either
grade 10 or trades math done and credited.
We are doing what we can to make sure our
students more successful. The Blade-runners
will also be taking part in the upgrading portion with the class.
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Mount Milligan
Hadih Nak’azdli Whut’enne,
In this Dustl’us I would like to focus on
Training & Education for Mining. We have
jobs that require education which includes
Grade 12 and Post Secondary Education.
If you go onto the Centerra Gold Inc.
Website, look at the Careers section and
read the Job Postings and what qualifications are required. You will see what types
of Education you need. Geologists, Engineers, Planners, Human Resource Management, and all the trades listed below.
If you are currently unemployed or need a
Career change, go out get the education
required and work in Mining.

Trades at Mt Milligan:
•

Electrician (Residential, Industrial, Mobile
Equipment)

•

Plumber/Gasfitter

•

Pipefitter

•

Millwright

•

Carpenter

•

Welder

•

Auto Mechanic

•

Instrumentation Technician

•

HVAC Technician

•

Fabricator

•

Crane Operator

•

Machinist

•

Shifters/Supervisors

I am happy to say our employment numbers have been rising at the Mount Milligan Mine Site. Mainly in the entry level
jobs. I haven’t seen many applying for
housekeeping, janitorial or Security jobs.
We need more people to apply for these
positions. Please come into see me at the
Nak’azdli Development Corporation office
to talk about your Career Plan. Amelia
Stark and her wonderful team at the Nak’azdli Employment and Training department are also available to support you. I
see many young people who have great
potential to return to School, College or
University. Where do you see yourself 5
years from now?
For employment inquiries please look on
the Centerra Gold Inc. website Careers for
job postings. You can apply on line. If you
need assistance please contact me at 250
-996-1288 or email me at milliganliaison@nakazdli.ca. If you wish to apply for
jobs with Scarlet, Sodexo or Outland or
Northern Spirit Transportation, you can
apply directly to them or send your Resume to me.

Awet’za
Lauretta Prince
Mt Milligan Liaison
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Nak’azdli Youth Centre

Baking Day Mondays, 1-6:00 pm
Cooking Day Tuesdays & Thursdays,
1:00-6:00 pm Open to youth ages 13-18.

Taco Thursdays
Every second Thursday

Game Day

Wednesdays, 1:00-6:00 pm
Open to youth ages 13-18. Weekly tournaments
for youth to win $10 gift cards

Movie Night

Fridays, 1:00-6:00 pm
Open to youth ages 13-18.
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Nak’azdli Recreation

Nak’azdli Dustl’us 19

20 Nak’azdli Dustl’us

November 2017

November 2017

Nak’azdli Dustl’us 21

22 Nak’azdli Dustl’us

November 2017

November 2017

Nak’azdli Dustl’us 23

24 Nak’azdli Dustl’us

November 2017

November 2017

Nak’azdli Dustl’us 25

26 Nak’azdli Dustl’us

November 2017

Community Celebration Dinner
for Irene Antoine:
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Elder’s Tea:
Fridays, 11:00 am—2:00 pm—First Friday of the Month, Breakfast, 9-11:00 am, Health Centre
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Contact Us
Membership Hours:
Mondays & Thursdays
8 am-4 pm

Nak’azdli Whut’en
PO Box 1329
Fort St. James, BC V0J 1P0
(250) 996-7171
(250) 996-8010 (FAX)

Nak’azdli Whut’en: We Challenge the Future.

Dustl’us Submissions:
communication@nakazdli.ca
Visit Us on the Web at:
www.nakazdli.com

