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Pipeline Decisions
After years of careful consideration and extensive dialogue with
members, Nak’azdli Whut’en Chief and Council met to discuss four
potential agreements regarding the Coastal GasLink (CGL) and
Prince Rupert Gas Transmission (PRGT) natural gas pipelines on
June 13 and 14, 2016.
Listening to and acting on behalf of our Nation, Council has unanimously decided not to proceed with any of the agreements at this
time.
We considered all options. There are several reasons for our decisions, including the need to address issues raised by those members who have said they do not support agreements or still have
many questions.
Continued on next page.
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Continued from page 1.
Based on what we heard from our members and
our advisors, we have concluded that:
There is a need to complete a clear Stewardship
Policy to set out our Dakelh Governance structures and how they work together. This needs to
be in place before we enter discussions.

We do not expect this to be the end of conversations about natural gas pipelines in our territory,
but will take our time before agreeing to take any
further steps.
Ne nachailya (you have honoured us) to all members and staff that have helped us on this long
journey – Chief and Council sincerely value your
opinions and hard work.

Some elements of the agreements would need to
be altered for clarity and to better reflect our interests and values for discussions to continue.
We will be in touch with members about thank you
dinners in the coming weeks.
Delays and uncertainty in the LNG industry, such
as changing Final Investment Decision dates, give Sincerely,
us the time we need as a government to address
Nak’azdli Whut’en Chief & Council
the issues we identified.

Land Code

If you would like to arrange a home visit to receive Priscilla Sagalon can be reached at the Capital,
a personal presentation on the land code, please Housing and Lands Office by calling (250) 996contact Priscilla Sagalon. She will bring you a
0011 ext. 22 or by e-mailing landsc@nakazdli.ca.
package with relevant documents to review at
home.
You can also call Priscilla with any questions you
may have or to provide feedback.
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Election Details




Chief and Four Band Councillors
(four-year term)
August 11, 2016, Nak’azdli Health Centre
8 am -8 pm

Advance Polls


July 19, 2016, Nak’azdli Health Centre



July 21, 2016, Carrier Sekani Tribal Office
1460 6th Ave. Prince George, B.C.



July 23, 2016 , Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre, 1607 Hastings Street, Vancouver

Advance polls are open from 11 am to 7 pm.

Mail-in Ballots
Mail-in Ballots can be obtained by calling the
Electoral Officer at (250) 996-3481 or through
e-mail at election@nakazdli.ca.

Candidates for Chief
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Candidates for Councillor


Sharon Bird



Laura Lee Danahy



Albertina Erickson



Bert (Tim) Erickson



John D. Erickson



Pete Erickson



(Ramona) Ann Joseph



Carl Leon



Vincent McKinnon Jr.



Crystal Millard



Bruce Prince



Francois (Guy) Prince



(Jerome) Owen Prince



Kecia Prince



Violet Prince



Alexander McKinnon



Fred Sam



Vincent C. Prince



Howard Sam



Ann M. Sam



Jody Sam



Georgina Thomas



Kenny Sam



Ronald Sam Sr.



Wayne Sam



The Nak’azdli Dustl’us will be published bi-monthly this summer.
The next issue will be distributed in September.
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July Events
1
7
12-14
19
21
23

Canada Day Band Offices Closed
Seniors Dance 6-11 pm, Kwah Hall
Nak’azdli Annual General Assembly Kwah Hall
Advance Polls for Chief & Council Election
Nak’azdli Health Centre, 11 am-7 pm
Advance Polls for Chief & Council Election
Carrier Sekani Tribal Office, 1460 6th Ave, Prince George, 11 am-7 pm
Advance Polls for Chief & Council Election
Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre, 1607 Hastings Street,
Vancouver, 11 am-7 pm

August Events
1
11
29-30

British Columbia Day Band Offices Closed
Chief & Council Election Nak’azdli Health Centre, 8 am-8 pm
Heroes for Student Success-Parents and Teachers
9 am-3:30 pm, Nak’al Bun School

Ongoing
Sun

Healthy Food Prep 2-3:00 pm, Community Wellness Centre

Mon

Run/Walk Training 4 pm, Kwah Hall
Women Wellness 6:30-8:30 pm, Nak’azdli Health Centre

Tues

Walking Group 9:30 am, Nak’azdli Health Centre
Soup and Bannock 11:30 am - 2 pm, Nak’azdli Health Centre
Youth and Adult Drop-in 1-4:30 pm, Community Wellness Centre
Run/Walk Training 4 pm, Kwah Hall
Wellbriety 6 pm, Nak’azdli Health Centre

Wed

Nak’azdli Learning Group 10 am-1:00 pm, College of New Caledonia
Dakelh Immersion 11 am-noon, Community Wellness Center

Thu

Uloo khoh (Mother Goose) 10 am-noon, Nak’azdli Wellness Centre
Run/Walk Training 4 pm, Kwah Hall
Family Bonding Night 5-7:00 pm, Nak’azdli Wellness Centre
Men of the North 6:30-8:30 pm, Nak’azdli Health Centre

Fri

Elder’s Tea 11 am—2:00 pm, Nak’azdli Health Centre
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Birthdays
Happy Birthday

Wishing

Rolene “Summer” Sam

Jocelin Morris

August 1
Love, all of your friends
and Sinew

a Happy 13th Birthday
July 1
With love from Mom

Happy Birthday

Happy 9th Birthday to my beautiful boy,

Jay Gregg!

Logan Bayes!!!

August 16
Have an awesome day.
Love all of your friends and family

You are my absolute shining light
and I love you all the way up to the sky
and the stars, my besbees!!!
You are God’s blessing to me…

Wishing you all a Happy Birthday
on your special day

Darcy Sam

Love, Mommy,
Rusty Buckets, Wasicat and Kittykins

July 11

Dad
July 24

Carla
July21

Val
July 1

Charlotte Munne
From Zeke, Rolene & Dawson

Happy Anniversary

Petra and Jim Munroe
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Carrie Nash

I recently graduated from Thompson Rivers University’s Social Service Worker program. I have
Hadih. I’m very pleased to inform you all that I am
made this area my home for the last nine years
the new Nak’azdli Health Centre Director’s Assisand plan to stay in the area.
tant. I’m very fortunate to be collaborating with
Genevieve (Jenny) Martin at our health centre to My duties as a Family Care Worker include invesprovide wellness to the staff and clients.
tigating and following up on reports of child abuse,
For those who don’t know me, I am a Nak’azdli
member from the Lusilyoo Clan. My parents are
Carl and Garland Leon. I’m also a new mom to
a beautiful daughter named Ariana Neveah “Little
Rain” Nash. I have been married now for three
years to Stuart Nash (Northwest Angle #33,
Ontario).
My job entitles me to prepare meetings, events,
employee attendance, time sheets, and accreditations for Nak’azdli Health. I look forward to working with full force as an employee here and dedicating my time and effort to my team here at Nak’azdli Health. Feel free to visit us at the Centre
for information about our progress or programs.
Warm regards, Carrie Nash

Raegan Julian
Hello, my name is Raegan Julian and I am a new
employee of the Nak’azdli Health Centre, my job
title is MCH Home Visitor. I am a member of the
Nak’azdli Band and part of the Lusilyoo Clan. I
look forward to my future at the Nak’azdli Health
Centre and am very happy and excited to be
working within my community.

Greg Kovacs
Hello, Everyone. My name is Greg Kovacs and I
have just been hired as a Family Care Worker
with the Social Development department.

neglect, or situations that put children at risk. I will
also provide advocacy and liaise for clients experiencing difficulties speaking for themselves, negotiating or understanding processes while assisting
then in developing these skills. I will work with other departments and agencies to provide services
which support families in living healthy lifestyles.
I look forward to meeting and working with you,
and believe that together we can help community
members thrive in a loving and supportive family
and community environment. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any resources, ideas or
suggestions on how to help everyone in the community.
Sincerely, Greg Kovacs

Dallas Sam
Hi my name is Dallas Sam I am the new Maternal
Child Health Home Mentor at the Nak’azdli Health
Centre. My mother is Michealine Sam and my
grandparents are Euphrasia Sam and the late Alexander Sam, Sr. I am a member of the the Lusilyoo Clan.
I am so excited to have this opportunity to work
with the children, parents, and parents-to be of the
community and I look forward to making a positive
change wherever I can. If you have any kids ages
0-6yrs, please contact me with the MCH program
to stay updated on what we have to offer. I look
forward to meeting all the little ones.
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Visit Nak’azdli Communication and Events
on Facebook for more event photos..
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Community Wellness Centre

Cooking, Sewing Regalia and Loom Beading at the Community Wellness Centre

Follow Nak’azdli Community Wellness Resource Centre on Facebook!
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Best Wishes, Maria

Maria Speaks to Well Wishers at a Luncheon on June 28

Maria Willick arrived in Prince George twenty
years ago during a snowstorm. The twenty-yearold had never seen snow before. Maria recalls, “I
did not know what this stuff was. The only snow I
had seen was in a toy snow globe.” She continued, “I looked down from the plane and there was
white stuff everywhere!”
Growing up in a city in the Philippines, Maria was
used to dressing up when she left the house. The
clothes she brought to Canada were impractical
for life in Fort St. James—especially in the winter.
“My friends showed up at the airport with big winter boots and a snow suit for me.” Maria adds,
“I was in shock. I wanted to go home. But then
we went to town and someone said ‘Happy New
Year. Good Morning’ and they smiled at me.”
She laughs, “Then I think, ‘I like this place. “I still
remember that. It was Pat Hampy who first talked
to me.’”
Maria had learned to read and write the English
language in school growing up back home. But
Maria couldn’t speak it. During those early days
she watched soap operas with captions and read
the newspaper out loud to learn.

classes as an adult. “I was just a few years older
than the other students, but people change a lot
during those years,” Maria explains.
A number of positions in the community followed,
first with Fort St. James Cares where Maria provided home support and supervised visits. It was
there that Maria learned to work with First Nations
and began to meet the people. Her work had her
travelling to Prince George, Burns Lake and
Yekooche. It was during this time that she became
an advocate for women. Maria was asked to sit on
their board in 2000 and continues to sit on their
board today.
On May 10, 2010, Maria began work at the Nak’azdli Health Centre. The building was going
through some major renovations that year. She
started to see a man walk past her office on a regular basis; she had never seen him before. Ralph
Willick was the contractor working on the renovations and visiting Maria’s supervisor, Aileen. “You
should go out with him. He is a good man and single” Aileen told Maria.

During the annual Filipino community celebration
Ralph showed up again. “I involved him in the traShe always had an interest in helping others and ditional games. At the end of the night I asked him
decided to enroll at the College of New Caledonia. if he had a good time. I was pointing out all of the
But first, Maria had to repeat grade twelve in Can- single women to him. But he wanted to know if I
ada. It was an odd experience to be in high school was single and if I would go for coffee with him
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sometime.” The rest, as they say, is history. Maria might say to a client, ‘There is a cooking class goand Ralph are now married.
ing on in town. Why don’t you check it out?’ or,
‘This week I want you to drink eight glasses of waDuring the construction, the staff was dispersed
ter every day.’ or ‘Why don’t you attend Jolene
to other Band buildings for office space. Maria
Prince's sweat lodge ceremony?' Simple changes,
worked out of the Alternate Justice Centre and
a little at a time.”
developed some programming with them during
her stay. The focus of her programming was adSome of the programs that Maria developed durdictions counseling but, as she noted, “First Naing her time with Nak’azdli are Journey 101, Famitions treatment is based on culture, rather than
ly Bonding, Women’s Wellness, Sober Living Probehavior.”
gram, and Couple Bonding. Community member
Nadine Issac has volunteered to facilitate Family
At Nak’azdli, Maria became the case manager for
Bonding once a month with the assistance of Carher clients. She developed individualized plans,
men Bird. The Health Centre will continue to proidentified community resources, and helped them
vide meeting space and food for this program.
make—and keep—connections with others who
could help them on their healing journey.
Beginning July 5 Maria will join the Health Centre
staff in Tachie as their Mental Health Supervisor.
“Treatment is not the answer to everything. I
In her new role she will continue to create commuasked clients for a year’s commitment to my pronity programs, events and activities. Alexander
gram’ Maria explains. “Aileen and I had a vision,
Erickson will serve as the new Community Welland she gave me the flexibility to try different
ness Worker for Nak’azdli.
things. There was a limited budget and I had to
be creative. The programs were very community- “I have learned so much from Aileen Prince,” conoriented. To be successful, the community has
cludes Maria. “She is an amazing mentor as well
to own it.”
as Lisa Sam. I am really grateful for them.”
Working on the wellness model, Maria’s programs
follow the four elements of the medicine wheel
with culture as a fifth component. Using local resources, the programs slowly introduce healthy
habits to address each area of the client’s life. “I

Participants in the 2016 Addictions Awareness Honouring Walk

“Sobriety is not my main
focus. Wellness is.”
-MARIA WILLICK
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Dr. Lester Todd Alec
On May 31, Nak’azdli Whut’en celebrated the graduation of the Band’s first
medical doctor. Dr. Lester Todd Alec completed his studies this spring in
the University of British Columbia’s Northern Medical Program. Alec, along
with his childhood friend and Takla Band member Nathan Teegee, were
among twenty students who graduated from the program in May 2016.
Alec and Teegee shared a common goal as high school students. The
friends often studied together and motivated each other. The two met
up again at UNBC. "It's always nice to have a partner in crime," Teegee
said. "And when you're down in the dumps and you’re not feeling
motivated to study, they're kind of saying 'c'mon, we've got to
keep going' and vice-versa."
Lester is the son of the late Lester Alec and Laura-Lee Danahey. He is the grandson of the late
Sam Moise and June McMullen and the late Steven Prince and Emma Prince. He is a member of
the Lhts’umusyoo (Beaver) Clan.
The evening’s celebration began with a performance by the Nak’al Bun Drummers and Singers.
Speakers included Chief Fred Sam, Nak’azdli Health Centre Director Jenny Martin and Nak’azdli
Education Director Mark Prince. Fort St. James Councillor Dave Birdi and First Nations Health
Authority Regional Director Megan Hunt also shared their congratulations during the celebration.

In his remarks, Lester mentioned the inspiration that the Nak’azdli Health Centre staff provided and
the support he received from his family and the Nak’azdli community. “Lisa Sam and Renada Walstrom have done incredible work in our community. They inspired me to pursue a medical career,
too,” says Dr. Alec. “Whenever I needed anything for school, I would call Mark [Prince, Nak’azdli Education] and he would say, ’We can do that.’” Lester also credits the support of his family, “My family—especially my wife and my son—have been very patient. There have been times when they haven’t seen much of me these past years.“
Dr. Alec is currently completing a twoyear family medicine residency in
Prince George. He is working at the
office of doctors Ed Turski, Lindsay
Kwantes and Garry Knoll. Now it’s his
wife’s turn: Theresa Alec is enrolling
in medical school next. Ultimately,
Lester hopes to return home to provide medical care for the Nak’azdli
community.

Lester (center) with his Aunties and Grandma Emma Prince
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The Nak’al Bun Drummers and Singers Perform at the Celebration

Chief Fred Sam, Lester’s Mother Lora Lee Danahey, Dr. Alec, Son Aidan, Wife Theresa, Aunt Susan Crookes and
Grandma Emma Prince Enjoy the Performances

“It’s always nice to work with someone who is so passionate
about his job, caring for the community members, and to always
strive for the best for Nak’azdli. And today you are a Doctor. I can
just imagine how those same qualities are going to help you in
serving the people that you meet today.”
-JENNY MARTIN,
Nak’azdli Health Centre Director

14 Nak’azdli Dustl’us

July/August 2016

talo salmon lifecycle

adult

smolt

parr

talo spawning

fry

eggs 'uk'oon
alevin

Learn Dakelh
Visit www.firstvoices.com/en/Nakazdli-Dakelh to learn more words!
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'uhoolhjas fishing
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Centerra Gold And Thompson Creek Announce
Transformational Business Combination reprinted from the company website
TORONTO, Ontario and DENVER, Colorado –
July 5, 2016 – Centerra Gold Inc. (“Centerra”)
(TSX:CG) and Thompson Creek Metals Company
Inc. (“Thompson Creek”) (TSX:TCM)
(OTCQX:TCPTF) are pleased to announce that
they have entered into a definitive arrangement
agreement (the “Arrangement Agreement”) whereby Centerra will acquire all of the issued and outstanding common shares of Thompson Creek (the
“Arrangement”). In connection with the closing of
the Arrangement, Centerra will redeem all of
Thompson Creek's secured and unsecured notes
at their call price plus accrued and unpaid interest,
in accordance with their terms. Under the terms of
the Arrangement Agreement, all of the Thompson
Creek issued and outstanding common shares will
be exchanged on the basis of 0.0988 of a Centerra common share for each Thompson Creek common share (the “Exchange Ratio”). Upon completion of the Arrangement, existing Centerra and
Thompson Creek shareholders are expected to
own approximately 92% and 8%, respectively, of
the pro forma company.
The Exchange Ratio implies consideration of
C$0.79 per Thompson Creek common share,
based on the closing price of Centerra common
shares on the Toronto Stock Exchange (“TSX”) on
July 4, 2016, representing a 32% premium to the
closing price of Thompson Creek common shares
on the TSX on July 4, 2016. The Exchange Ratio
implies a premium of 33% to Thompson Creek
common shares based on each company’s 20-day
volume weighted average price on the TSX for the
period ending July 4, 2016.Total transaction value,
including the assumption of capital lease obligations, is equal to ~US$1.1 billion.
In connection with the proposed transactions,
Centerra has entered into a binding commitment

letter with Royal Gold Inc. (“Royal Gold”) whereby,
upon the closing of the Arrangement, Royal Gold’s
52.25% gold streaming interest at Mount Milligan
will be amended to a 35.00% gold stream and
18.75% copper stream. The transfer payment on
the gold stream will remain at US$435/oz while
the new copper stream will have a transfer payment equal to 15% of the prevailing market price
of copper. Based on the midpoint of Thompson
Creek’s 2016 production guidance (240-270 Koz
of payable gold and 55-65 MMlbs of payable copper), Mount Milligan’s revenue split to Centerra
under the amended stream agreement is expected to be approximately 70% gold, and 30%
copper at current spot prices of US$1,351/oz gold
and US$2.21/lb copper.
Thompson Creek operates the world class Mount
Milligan Mine in British Columbia, Canada, a
premier low-cost asset with more than two additional decades of profitable production expected
from the current reserve base. Together with Centerra’s low-cost, long-lived Kumtor Mine in the Kyrgyz Republic, the combined company is expected
to be firmly established as a low-cost gold producer with a geographically diversified footprint and
industry-leading margins. In addition, the combined company will possess a high quality pipeline
of development opportunities and is well positioned to sustain and grow its production base.
With a strong balance sheet and liquidity profile,
sector leading operating margins, and moderate
capital requirements, the combined company is
expected to continue to generate robust free cash
flows for many years to come.

Highlights of the Transaction


Enhances Centerra’s current high quality producing platform with a balanced geopolitical risk
profile: Mount Milligan adds a North American
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cornerstone asset that could significantly increase Centerra’s production, reserves and resources, and cash flow. With Mount Milligan
and Kumtor, the combined company will have a
high quality diversified producing platform with
a balanced geopolitical risk profile.


Significant low-cost gold production: 2016 pro
forma annual production of approximately 675725 thousand ounces (Koz) of gold at all-in sustaining costs (AISC) net of by-product credits of
US$850-$925/oz.



High quality growth project pipeline: Growth to
be driven by various projects including the fully
financed Öksüt project in Turkey, Gatsuurt in
Mongolia, and Greenstone in Canada which
could drive incremental gold production of approximately 500Koz. By 2018, up to half of production is expected to come from Canada, Turkey, and Mongolia. The Berg and IKE development projects are copper, molybdenum and silver exploration properties located in British Columbia. Both are longer-term strategic growth
projects with minimal and flexible capital commitments over the next several years.









by year end 2016, as planned, is expected to
increase throughput to more than 62,500 tpd.
An expansion of the flotation circuit, with the
addition of regrind capacity, is expected to improve gold and copper recoveries beyond what
has been experienced to date. The development of a geo-metallurgical model is expected
to enable the operators to better manage the
material to the mill resulting in more efficient mill
operations, better predictability, and improved
gold and copper recoveries. Furthermore, the
transaction positions Centerra to realize synergies in Canada as well as potentially enabling
the utilization of tax benefits.


Optionality retained in molybdenum assets:
The Endako and Thompson Creek Mines will
be kept on care and maintenance and the
Thompson Creek mill will continue to be used
as a concentrate upgrade facility. The
Langeloth processing facility is expected to operate as a profitable toll processing facility. The
molybdenum business is expected to operate
on a cash flow neutral basis and represents significant potential value upside in the future.

Scott Perry, CEO of Centerra, said, “The combination with Thompson Creek is a highly compelling transformative transaction that diversifies
Centerra’s operating platform and adds low risk
production and cash flow from a very high quality,
long-lived asset in Mount Milligan. The acquisition
will establish an operating base in Canada –one
of the lowest risk mining jurisdictions in the world–
which will complement our Canadian-based
Greenstone project and provide for further flexibilAttractive acquisition return profile: Expected to ity to expand into the Americas. Furthermore, the
be accretive to cash flow, NAV, reserves and
amendment to the Royal Gold stream repositions
production per share with strong acquisition
the asset by maximizing gold exposure for our
IRR and payback.
shareholders. This business combination is complementary in nature, combining Centerra’s robust
Strong balance sheet and financial performance: Strong EBITDA and free cash flow gen- balance sheet with Thompson Creek’s high qualieration provides Centerra with financial strength ty asset base.”
and flexibility, with an estimated pro forma debt
Jacques Perron, President and CEO of Thompto EBITDA of approximately 0.8x.
son Creek, stated, “Following a formal strategic
Potential upside opportunities: The addition of
review process and the evaluation of numerous
secondary crushing at the Mount Milligan Mine
strategic alternatives to address Thompson
Maximized gold exposure: Amendment of Royal
Gold’s gold stream from 52.25% to 35.00%, in
exchange for a 18.75% copper stream, repositions Mount Milligan as a world class gold mine
with low pro forma 2016 AISC of US$775-$850/
oz and an approximate revenue split of 70%
gold, 30% copper at current metal prices. As
well, there exists the potential for a re-rating of
the pro forma company’s trading multiple in line
with gold producer peers.
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Creek’s upcoming debt maturities, I am pleased to
announce the business combination of Thompson
Creek with Centerra. We believe the combination
with Centerra represents a unique opportunity for
our shareholders to gain exposure to additional
high-quality assets with a strong development
pipeline. While we believe this transaction delivers
our shareholders an attractive premium today, it
also delivers our shareholders with significant value generation opportunities going forward.”
“Royal Gold congratulates Thompson Creek for
developing Mount Milligan into a world class asset”, Tony Jensen, President and CEO of Royal
Gold, said, “Looking forward, we welcome Centerra as our new partner at Mount Milligan and we
are pleased that a strong management and operating team will continue to lead the operations at
the mine.”
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immediate up-front premium while maintaining
meaningful equity participation in a pro forma
company with a strong balance sheet.


Superior financial strength and flexibility to support advancement of various development projects underpinning high-quality gold production
growth.



Exposure to a large, long-life reserve base
through Centerra’s world-class Kumtor Mine.



Access to a peer-leading dividend policy.

Board of Directors’ Recommendations

The Arrangement Agreement has been approved
by the Board of Directors of each of Centerra and
Thompson Creek. The Thompson Creek Board
recommends that Thompson Creek shareholders
vote in favor of the Arrangement. BMO Capital
Markets has provided an opinion to the Board of
Directors of Thompson Creek, stating that in its
Benefits to Centerra Shareholders opinion, and based upon and subject to the as Establishes a complementary cornerstone, pro- sumptions, limitations, and qualifications set forth
ducing and profitable asset in Canada with well- therein, the Exchange Ratio pursuant to the Arestablished, low-cost operations, and a talented rangement is fair, from a financial point of view, to
and focused operating team.
the Thompson Creek shareholders.


Adds a world class long-lived mine with highmargin gold production.

Transaction Summary

The proposed business combination will be effect•Expected to provide strong return metrics, cash
flow accretion and an enhanced ability to gener- ed by way of a plan of arrangement completed
under the Business Corporations Act (British Coate free cash flow on a per share basis.
lumbia). The Arrangement will require approval by
 Anticipated increased trading liquidity, en66 2/3 percent of the votes cast at a special meethanced value proposition and capital markets
ing of Thompson Creek shareholders. In addition
profile.
to shareholder and court approvals, the Arrange Positioning Mount Milligan as a low cost gold
ment is subject to applicable regulatory approvals
mine as a result of the amendment to the Royal and the satisfaction of certain other closing condiGold stream arrangement provides potential for tions customary in transactions of this nature.
a multiple re-rating in line with gold peers.
The Arrangement Agreement includes customary
Benefits to Thompson Creek
provisions including non-solicitation provisions,
Shareholders
including a US$35 million termination fee payable
to Centerra under certain customary circumstances.
 Provides a comprehensive solution for Thompson Creek’s capital structure and delivers an
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Betsy Leon: My First Skinning
My dad was Benoit Prince; Mom was Sarah
Prince. And we were twelve of us, the children.
And Dad mostly he had a trap line where he bring
us back and forth. Our trap line was on Nation
Lake.
They (the government) start gathering children.
Then Bob was the first one to go to LeJac
School. I was still at home and pretty soon my
time was up. They take me to LeJac, maybe two
years after Bob. I studied in LeJac for six years.
When we were 16 years old, they discharge us
from LeJac. Then pretty soon Mom, Dad say,
“What am I gonna do with you?” So Dad started
teaching us trapping. He said, “I gotta teach you
something. Can’t stay home and do nothing.”

So we went up trapping that fall. In those days
there was hardly any cars or anything like that
but Dad bought a team of horses that we used
trapping up and down and everything—hunting,
—everything.

Betsy Outside Her Tchentlo Lake Cabin

Then whatever we catch we have to skin, then
dry them and sorting. Each individual like fox,
When we got up there trapping, we had to get
ready again. Everything. Brought up the food and lynx, marten and mink.
done some hunting, fishing for the winter to use. Me and David--at that time there were so many
Oh, we were so busy—Mom, Bob, David, Dad.
squirrels--we try to beat each other who would
We had canoe for trapping. Dad he had to fix any
make a hundred first. So many squirrels. And
leaking and all the rest we had to do the same.
then we had to skin it, every one ourselves. “You
Get all the nets ready to be set, see if they are
got to learn everything,” Daddy say.
OK. And then traps—all different sizes—the big
ones are number four, then smaller ones are two- And pretty soon he went down where the beaver
are living. So he brought up traps. He told me,
and-a-half. We have to sort it where we gonna
“You catch a muskrat in there, too. He said,
set it along the creek, along the road—all differ“Betsy, it’s a good place over there, I think you
ent sizes.
will set your muskrat trap.” So he told me to be
November, pretty soon snow comes and not
careful not to catch my hand. He said that is one
deep just starting then we fix all the traps pretty
of the things you got to watch. If you are alone,
well. Shoreline, we fix the snares for the fox. Oh,
who is going to get you out of the trap, he said.
we’ve been so busy all the time. Busy every day.
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And so I step on it and fix it and he got a big stick
and he pat it down, put it down there, put a stick
through it like that. Then we went the next—
another muskrat trap. He said, “You do the same.”
But I kept tripping that one. “Be careful, he said.” I
step on it and fix it. I put dirt on it. “No, a stick will
do,” he says. So I did it.
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The next one it was nothing in it. Something
crawled out of it. So I caught something, but
crawled out of it. Was stretched right out in the
water, that trap.

So I step on it and fix it up. “Yeah, you did very
good. Throw that muskrat in my sack.” We went
home. Mama got something to eat already—our
The next one, there again nice trail. Full of musk- meal. “Whatcha gonna do, Betsy?” he said. “I
rats. A house like that, all over in the bay. Then
gonna play on that swing,” I said. “No, you got
we go to another one. “Well, Betsy. That’s your
lots of things to do,” he tell me. “You got to skin
third one. This one you try yourself. See what you that beaver.”
can do.” OK, I fix it, then I pat it down good. A day
Then Mom she sharpen that knife for me and cut it
after, he said, “I guess enough for today. See
down the stomach and the arms and the legs. All
what you catch. Maybe tomorrow we check.”
that she cut it for me. “This is how you gonna do
We use beaver castor for bait. The next day, I run it,” she said. And she pull it and make it clean.
way ahead of Dad. I want to see what I catch.
You know, gotta be no fat on that skin. Gotta be
Here, it was a small, little beaver instead of a
clean skinning. “Pull it that way,” she tell me. And
muskrat. So, he got it out. He says, “Step on the
then I see my younger sister, brother playing. I
handle and then take it out. Then fix it again the
guess I see them, I run there playing.
way you did.” “Oh, you did pretty good,” he says.
Daddy pretty soon call, “Betsy, you gotta finish
“You’ll catch something again.”
your skinnin’. Whatcha doin down there swingin’?”
I said, “What I’m gonna do with beaver?” He said, You know, I went back. Oh, pretty soon that little
“Betsy, you got a sack there. You got to pack it
beaver—I must have gotten it in the dirt. It got
home and skin it, too.” Then we went to the shore- dirty, too, and everything skinning. That was my
line, all the muskrat caught were alive yet.
first skinning.
“Whatcha gonna do, he’s alive yet?” I look around, Then he made me a little stretcher just for that
I don’t know. “Get that stick,” he said. So I got it.
small beaver and my mother gave me a needle—
“No, he said. Just hit it once,” he said, “Kill it right not the kind we use, it’s a different kind of needle
away. Don’t suffer it.” He said not to suffer animals. So he hit it, just like that. “Now take it
out.” I take it out and set it again.
“Daddy, what I gonna do with this muskrat?” “If
you can, you could pack it.” I think, “Daddy, already too heavy.” “Well, throw it in my sack, I’ll
pack it for you.” I did. We start the next. There
was another muskrat. Oh, boy. Real happy to
see all that. That one was alive, too.
Then I got the stick again. The way he taught
me, just hit it once, if you can. And then I did.
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for beaver—and the twine to use. She showed
me how far apart you got to [lash the skin to the
frame]. And then I went right around. “Now Betsy,
you almost right around. Now you got to tighten it.”
So I tighten it and tighten it all around. Nice big
stretch. Now I’m finished. I want to run and play.
“No, no. You halfway.” Mom come over. She give
me basin, warm water with soap. I thought I was
gonna wash my hands. “Now you gotta wash it,
that hide.” I wash it. Make it nice. She say, “That
way you get more money, if you make it nice.”
Now where I’m gonna put it? She hung it up in the
air. Three days, maybe more. She kept checking
it—it drying up. That was my first one.

The View from Betsy’s Cabin
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You can hear more of Betsy’s story at
nakazdli.wordpress.com/storytelling.
Look for more of her stories in future issues of the
Nak’azdli Dustlus. She shared some wonderful
memories—too many for one article!
Are you a Nak’azdli Elder who would like to share
your stories with the community? Please contact
Beth Blew at the Band Office (250) 996-7171 or
communication@nakazdli.ca. I would love to
share your story in the Dustl’us.
Musi.
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Follow Nak’azdli Health Centre
on Facebook!
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Seventh Grade Graduation

Follow Nak’al Bun Elementary School
on Facebook!
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Things to Remember for Grade 8
Show up. Attend all classes, be on time and
bring your books, pens, etc. to each and every
class
Do your best at all times and make sure you
hand in all of your assignments—they are a big
part of your final marks.
Make new friends and try new activities. Join
extra-curricular activities; sports such as volleyball, basketball, soccer, yearbook club, student
council
Volunteering a big part of high school; you
need volunteer hours to graduate, so be sure to
find ways to volunteer your time and talents.
Get help. Desiree Whitely, Nak’azdli’s Career
Counsellor and Mrs. Antoine, the Student Liaison
Worker for Nak’azdli Whut’en are there for you
if you need any help with anything or are having a
problem.
Make sure you are counted. If you are late for
a class, go to the office and let them know that
you did show up for class but you were late. Otherwise, you will be marked absent for that day.
Collect your monthly allowance. If you are a
Band Member, you’re entitled to a monthly allowance, but you must not miss more than three days
of school per month. If you miss more than three
days, you forfeit your allowance.
We are here to help you succeed in your education, please don’t hesitate to ask for help when
you need it.
Call or visit. If you need any help or to talk, call
Naka’zdli Education at the Band Office and talk to
Desiree, Mark Prince, or Corinna Courtoreille at
(250) 996-7171.
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Nak’azdli Whut’en
Honor Roll Students
Grade 8
Carter Prince 3.0-3.49
Tristen Sutherland 3.0-3.49
Grade 9
Orrie Leon
Farrah Prince
Lorraina Thomas
Donovan Gregg

3.5-3.99
3.0-3.49
3.0-3.49
3.0-3.49

Grade 10
Hannah Olinek

3.0-3.49

Grade12
Marcel Prince
Raylene Erickson
Brooke Thomas-Beddow
Kaylee Walstrom

3.5-3.99
3.0-3.49
3.0-3.49
3.0-3.49

THINK BIG Career Fair Grand Prize
The winner of the THINK BIG Career Fair grand prize was Nicole
VanKoughnett. The package included flights, hotel, BC Lions home
opener tickets & spending money. Congratulations, Nicole!

Keep up the good work!!!!

Nak’azdli Youth Travel Club
Father’s Day Draw Winners
1ST PRIZE:

Bryon Mulion

2ND PRIZE:

Chow Zi

3RD PRIZE:

Shawn Willicks

Thank you for supporting our youth and
congratulations to the winners!
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Earlier this summer, I attended the Third Annual
International Restorative Justice Symposium in
Skopelos, Greece. I facilitated a session on how
NAJC marries our Dakelh culture with Restorative
Justice practices. I have never attended a symposium similar to this—what an experience!
The other ‘delegates’ in attendance included doctors and professors in fields related to Restorative
Justice. I must admit, my insecurities were creeping up. But, I can proudly say that Nak’azdli is light
years beyond others internationally regarding our
practices! My presentation was very well received.
I was filled with Nak’azdli Pride! The moral of the
story is to appreciate our culture as it provides us
with a foundation like no other.
I explained that NAJC uses Restorative Justice
practices related to Healing Circles, Alternate
Measures, S. 81 Applications (returns to the community from Federal Institutions), Victim Services
and with files related to Community Corrections
(probation). More importantly all the services we
provide at NAJC consider systemic factors that
bring clients to us. Systemic factors may be described as life events that bring a person to where
they are now (IE: Residential school, adoption,
addictions, etc.). I plan to use some of the
knowledge gained during this symposium to
promote NAJC and Restorative Justice
practices further.
With summer upon us, don’t forget that we host
“Cultural Fridays.” We do a variety of cultural
(seasonally relevant) activities. These activities
include fishing, hunting, elder visits, etc. All of
these activities are free and everyone is welcome.
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Mount Pope Greenhouse

Greenhouse Manager Clarence George started
work at Mount Pope Greenhouse on June 13,
2016. “I wanted to move home,”” he says. He is a
member of the Beaver Clan and the son of the
late Archie Prince and Marion Prince.
George had been gone from Nak’azdli for 20
years. He worked with the city of Prince George
for 12 of them. “Everyone has been so welcoming,” he adds, smiling.
Greenhouse Assistant, David Sagalon has been
working at the Greenhouse since it opened four
years ago. “I started here as part of the WOP
crew,” says David.
Clarence and David grow tomatoes, cucumbers,
and squash. All of the produce is organic. The
vegetables are sold at Sana’aih Market and given
to the Elder’s Society. In the coming year, they
hope to expand by two more structures and two
Mt. Pope Greenhouse is located just past
additional employees. Clarence has been reNak’azdli Recycling on Necoslie Road. Just look
searching additional outlets to sell the produce.
for the small sign before you get to Recycling and
drive behind the buildings. Clarence and David
Mount Pope Greenhouse welcomes visitors.
are there during regular business hours, Monday“People visit us from all over,” adds David.
Friday. Clarence invites you to “come volunteer
“Community members and other people, too.”
to help garden or just watch what we do.”
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May 29, 2003

Pest in Peace, Keegan Lazarre.
Not a day goes by that we don’t think of you.
Love and miss you so much,
lying high with Daddy.

Love,
Your Sis, Carla and Kids

In Memory of Apple Head
Hockey Pool 2016
Last Update: Jun 14, 01:11 PST
1st PLACE: Mark Prince
2nd PLACE: Ben Prince
3rd PLACE: Jonathon Rivard

Kwah Hall will be closed for renovations beginning July 15.
The hall will remained closed a minimum of 8 weeks so look for a
re-opening around September 30, 2016.

Contact Us
Membership Hours:
Mondays & Wednesdays
8 am-4 pm

Nak’azdli Whut’en
PO Box 1329
Fort St. James, BC V0J 1P0
(250) 996-7171
(250) 996-8010 (FAX)

Nak’azdli Whut’en: We Challenge the Future.

Dustl’us Submissions:
communication@nakazdli.ca
Visit Us on the Web at:
www.nakazdli.com

